(75-76) Sonship Orientation

Session 75 - Actud

In the midst of your Level 1 education, you encounter the POE for the
first time.

Romans 13:12 The night isfar spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armour of light.

Then you find a different kind of suffering will come your way.

Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-
heirswith Chrigt; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be
also glorified together.

Then, you will be tempted to quit after Level 1 iscompleted.

Y our Father has written some things in the books that apply to your
Level 1 education, to counteract that temptation to be satisfied and no
longer pursue your sonship education.

Thisis another aspect of what your Father is doing in the books of
Corinthians and Galatians.

It isin the book of | Corinthians that God will talk to the son about some
wisdom that He has purposefully held back, which He calls “hidden
wisdom.”

e The“hidden wisdom” is not areference to the wisdom of God in
the mystery, but it isawisdom that is reserved for those who are
“perfect.”

e “Perfect” isnot about sinless perfection, but about completing an
education.

e Thereisaspecial wisdom, that God has reserved for those who
continue on in the sonship education, to become that “man of
understanding.”

e Part of the reason for doing it like that is to encourage you to
continue.
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Asfor suffering, we al suffer the “sufferings of this present time,” just
because we live in a fallen world.

e They do not come upon any of us because of where we are in our
sonship education,

or because of our being punished,

or because Satan is fighting us, or any such thing.

We come into the world suffering these kinds of sufferings.
Some of us suffer more than others.

But when you become a Level 1 son, even though you are only asimple
son, you will have begun to experience another kind of suffering; the
sufferings of Christ.

e Thisistheresult of the strange woman who is changing tactics
against you.

The POE will, “with flattering words,” attempt to take you back under
the Law. Now you may not think thisis going to be any significant
temptation, but let me tell you that these attempts are going to be very
subtle.

When | say it will be subtle, | mean that it will be done under the
auspices of the Bible.

Can you see how clever it would be for the policy of evil to utilize Bible
study, Bible teaching, and Bible conversations to get you back under the
Law? Theideaisthat no saved person could ever think badly of
anything that had to do with the Bible, and there is the trap!

Let me seeif | canillustrate how this could happen. This could be done
by getting you involved in a Bible study that is going on somewhere, or
getting you to lead a Bible study, or participate in a situation where
pressures are brought to bear to make you give alittle here and give a
little there, and back up just a bit on this point or that. It Slowly eats
away at you.
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Before you know it, for example, you are consenting that the Sermon on
the Mount is for people to live by today. And what you may, or may not
presently understand is that, teaching the Sermon on the Mount for today
IS more egregious to your heavenly Father than you can imagine. If you
say, well, | find Paul saying the same thing over in such and such a
place, then my responseisfor you to learn it from what Paul said, not
out of the doctrine given to Isradl.

| don’'t know if you realizeit, but preachersarelargely divided into 2
camps, each with a damaging temptation.

Thefirst camp contains preacher s who want to control everything
about you. Even without knowing what it is, they want to be your tutor
and governor. They want to make decisions for you and make you feel
guilty if you don’'t abide by their decisons. The cliché behind this kind
of minigtry is “these men are not leading sheep, they are herding cattle.”

These men are often loud, angry and controlling. If you line up and do
what is expected, then they are kind to you. If not, then you suffer
varying degrees of ostracism. The good thing about this kind of guy is
that if he ever knows the truth about something, he is not afraid to say it,
no matter the consequences. The problem is, he will push his opinions
just as hard, and put the same authority on them as he does Bible truth.

The second camp isfull of preacherswho don’t want to rock the
boat. They are not going to offend anyone, they are not going to stand
for anything, and they will not allow anything that is controversial.
They will go to any lengths to avoid conflict and then they will disguise
their cowardice as “ spirituality.”

The problem with this group is that they have no backbone. They want
everyoneto like them. They often cannot afford to hurt anyone's
feelings, lest these disgruntled people quit giving (or worse, leave the
church!), so their sermons are little more than boring homilies that give
witness to their disloyalty to the truth.
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Thereason I'm telling you thisisto illustrate how the policy of evil
will work by getting you involved in some kind of Bible study that is
not about your godly edification.

To use what | said about the two camps of preachers, let’ s suppose you
are leading a Bible study. On the one hand, you want people to
understand and believe what you are teaching — but you will have to
avoid being their tutor or governor while you do it.

On the other hand, let’ s say that you are teaching a part that you know is
unpopular with some people in your group. Y ou know they may leave
and never come back if you persist. Thereistremendous pressure to
back off so they won't leave. Y ou will justify this “backing off” by
saying to yourself, “what good can | do if no oneis coming to the
study?”’

Sometimesit is hard to balance these things. | try to never become your
tutor or governor. But | also say what | believe to beright, even if |
figure someoneisn’'t going to likeit. | try not be obnoxious about the
controversial things, but | try not to shy away from them either. | don’t
awaysto it perfectly, but | do know this, my commitment to what |
believe to be true outweighs my job security, my popularity, our church
attendance numbers or your giving. Asfor giving, what we are doing
here either has value to you or it doesn't.

If it does, then you should give. If it doesn’t, then you are wasting your
time here. Fortunately, this group has been good in your giving. You
have taken care of the very first thing a church ought to take care of,
which isto “un-muzzle the ox.” In case you don’t know what that
means, it means that you are supposed to provide for the pastor who
doing the work in the word, and then giving it to you. (I’ m not too sure
how | feel about being compared to an “ox,” but then, maybe the ox isn’'t
crazy about me being compared to him — probably a matter of
perspective!).

Paul talks to the Corinthians about this matter.
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1 Corinthians 9:1 Am | not an apostle? am | not free? have | not
seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord?2 If |
be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless | am to you: for the
seal of mine apostleship are yein the Lord. 3 Mine answer to them
that do examine meisthis, 4 Have we not power to eat and to
drink? 5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, awife, aswell
as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?

6 Or | only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working?
7 Who goeth awarfare any time at his own charges? who planteth
avineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a
flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock? 8 Say | these things
asaman? or saith not the law the same also? 9 For it iswritten in
the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that
treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? 10 Or saith he
It altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, thisis written:
that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth
In hope should be partaker of his hope. 11 If we have sown unto
you spiritual things, isit agreat thing if we shall reap your carnal
things? 12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we
rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all
things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. 13 Do ye not
know that they which minister about holy thingslive of the things
of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with
the altar? 14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which
preach the gospel should live of the gospel.

I’ m not spending time on this because you are doing this, but only to
point out that thisis the responsibility of any church. To expect a man
to do his part and the church not do theirsis not right and | have seen
this done many timesin my years of ministry. Not so much to me, but |
have seen frightful things done to others.

| want to get us back to the policy of evil, the change of tactics.
e itisnecessary to spend some time exposing this attempt by the
policy of evil, and at the same time,
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e (iveyou an appreciation for what the books of Corinthians and
Galatians are written for.

e | want you to see the purpose in these books that follow Romans
because you are going to undergo avery subtle attack from the
policy of evil.

One of these subtle attacks is for the purpose of drawing you back under
the Law in some fashion, for the purpose of destroying your sonship life.
And you need to understand that this attack is going to be Bible doctrine
and Bible learning. To seethis, let’s go back over to the book of
Galatians.

Thebook of Galatiansisgiven to you, after you have become a
simple son, for the purpose of combating the flattering words of the
strange woman.

Remember that by thistime, you have already refused to succumb to her
tactics of using the evil man (the world). Therefore, we will see her
change her tactics. She will use “flattering words’ that are meant to
make you compromise yourself back under the law of Isradl.

Galatians 1.6 | marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that
called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:

This “other gospel” is not talking about a gospel that says you can go to
heaven by believing in Allah, or Buddha, or Confucius, or any such
thing. Thisisnot even talking about someone preaching that salvation is
by becoming a part of their church.

Verse 7 will define this as the gospel of Christ’s death, burial and
resurrection being perverted back to the gospel of the kingdom, which
was preached by Jesus and the “12.” And you already know from earlier
in the book of Romans that there is a natural attraction in a man to the
Law.

Galatians 1.6 | marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that
called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: * Which is
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not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert
the gospel of Christ. ° But though we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. ° Aswe said before, so say
| now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that
ye have received, let him be accursed. *° For do | now persuade
men, or God? or do | seek to please men? for if | yet pleased men, |
should not be the servant of Christ. ** But | certify you, brethren,
that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. * For |
neither received it of man, neither was | taught it, but by the
revelation of Jesus Christ. ** For ye have heard of my conversation
in time past in the Jews religion, how that beyond measure |
persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: 14 And profited in the
Jews religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being
more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.

What was “revealed” to Paul by Jesus Christ (vs. 12), was his sonship
life, which he setsin contrast to what he had when he was “in the Jews
religion.” (Vv. 13-14)

Paul made alot of money from persecuting the church (vs. 14).
He also profited in status, not just money.

As we continue to read, | want you to:

notice the terminology that Paul isusing

remember what he isdoing in the book of Galatiansin the first
place; heis correcting their messed up sonship!

Something has “de-railed” the Galatians and as a book of
correction, Paul iswriting to get them straightened ouit.

Galatians 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from
my mother's womb, and called me by hisgrace, 16 To reveal his
Sonin me...

Did you notice that phrase? Thisis what the whole sonship education is
about; to form you into the perfect son, to conform you to the image of
Christ!
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Galatians 1:16 To reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him
among the heathen; immediately | conferred not with flesh and
blood: *” Neither went | up to Jerusalem to them which were
apostles before me; but | went into Arabia, and returned again unto
Damascus.

Paul says that what he was preaching, he did not get from any man.
e Hegot it by direct revelation from Jesus Christ
e aspart of the revelation of the mystery.

And what did Paul get from Jesus Christ?
e He got everything that comprises the sonship education.

Heisnow going to set thisis contrast to that “perversion,” which has
seduced the Galatians away from what Paul preached to them.

And get this: this perverted gospel comes right out of the Bible! And it
comes out of the mishandling of God' s word.

This should bring to your remembrance the statement that | made to you
afew sessions back, how that the policy of evil is going to use the very
word of God to destroy your sonship life.

Now, | think that isall | want to say about this for now. Therefore, we
are ready to go back to Proverbs and look at the next step that a ssimple
son will take to continue his sonship education.
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Proverbs 1:4 To give subtilty to the ssmple, to the young man
knowledge and discretion.

Level 1isthelongest part of the education. So, take heart, once you get
this part behind you, you have done the most intensive part of the
education. When it comesto Level 2, notice that both phases, put
together are described by only 13 words. But you understand that thisis
only atable of contents, so it is short by design. You can also see from
the chart that the two phases of L evel 2 are given in the books of
Ehpesians, Philippians and Colossians.

But, Level | contains the most information, comprises the longest period
of time, and deals with the most doctrinal information than any other
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level of your sonship education. By thetime you get to Level 2, you are
no longer an empty son; you are a Simple son.

Another thing to make sure you bear in mind as we go through all of this
isthat these L evels and even the Phases within the Levels al build one
upon another.

Level Il buildson Level |, so when we talk about “subtilty” and when
we talk about the young man getting the knowledge and discretion, it’'s
not like you’'re now doing something completely different than you
had been doing in Level .

Let meexplainit thisway. You learn 4 decison-making skillsin Level
1 and that are the only ones you will be taught as a son, for that is al
thereis. Everything fitsinto those4. So, in Level 2, you are not going
to be taught 12 more decision-making skills, but you will be taught
something that will enable you to become much more skillful in the use
of those 4 sKkills,

Theissuein all the sonship decision-making is going to carry on,
but now there’ s going to be an increasing to the capacity that’s
aready therein all thoseissuesgained in Level |.

S0, since we are pretending that we have all come through the education
and we are now simple sons, let’ stalk about what it that means. What
does it mean to be simple, in a context like this? (If you'reusing smple
as an adjective to describe a person—or even athing—what is that
saying about them?)

Various definitions of “Simple”: not complex; unadorned; free from
refinement; unsophisticated, plain, homely.

NOTE: Most often, when you use the word simple it is most often used
In abad sense or a degrading sense or a belittling sense to refer to
someone who is stupid or ignorant or silly or anidiot or dull minded
(“Simple Simon”) — dimwitted, Slow or even afoal.

But that’s NOT the senseit’ s being used here. A son who has been
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properly educated & edified through Level | CANNOT becalled “a
fool.” Simple can be used to refer to the mental powers of a person.

We're dealing with someone who already possesses fundamental and
rudimentary operating skills as a son at this point and that’ s exactly
where he' s supposed to be. That’ s not aslap in the face or anything
along those lines; it’s a statement of reality.

When defining the word simple, one thing that helps us out is the prefix
of theword “sim” - which isfrom a Latin prefix “sem” = one (such asin
the word ssmplex as opposed to duplex).

Definition (I) - smple = single, consists of one thing, uncompounded
(nothing added to it), unmingled (not mixed), not complex. If you
think about it, thisisavery apt description of a son at the end of Level .

“Simple’ pointsto the fact that you' ve completed 1 Level, you don’t
have a comprehensive education and really, in the whole scheme of
things, you'rereally only one-dimensional at this point.

Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches
of hisglory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man; 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye,
being rooted and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend
with al saintswhat is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height;

Theissue hereinvs. 18 isthat of finally being multi-dimensional.
Y ou’'re going to be taught that there are many more dimensions to your
sonship life than you were previousy aware of.

For instance, you’' re going to begin to think about something you’ve
really not thought much about before, such as:
¢ You have areputation to uphold
e your conduct and behavior is going to become paramount
e you're going to begin to be talked about in the heavenly
places (your conversation is going to be in heaven)
And one of the big things you’re beginning to see isthat when you
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emulate your Father in making these sonship decisions according to
what you’ ve been instructed by Him:
e Thethingsyou do reflect upon your Father

But you're still one-dimensional.

Definition (11) - smple = deficient in knowledge or learning
characterized by lack of acuteness or quick
comprehension/apprehension.

The son, at this point, needs to acknowledge that, while he’ s not a
freshman by any means,
e heisasophomorein hisknowledge
¢ there are potential dangers connected with it
¢ he'sdeficient in his knowledge (he has not mastered this
curriculum)
¢ he knows enough to know that there' s more he has to know

Because you are in that sophomoric stage, there' s atemptation to think
that you know more than you really do; to see yourself as more
advanced than you redly are.

A son who sees himself properly at the end of Level | will determine
that heis“smple;” that he's got some things, but he’ sa singular
dimensioned son and deficient in the knowledge he needs to have.

In asense, thisis where another word that so well defines what “smple”
Isin this context comesinto play = “ unadorned.”

Think of aroom that is empty except for the basic necessities for living
there. It may sound strange, but alot of things had to go on in order to
finally get to being “unadorned.”

God chose thisword “simple”’ to indicate to the son just exactly what he
Isat thispoint. Theword “simple’ carries with it the idea that when
you'’re in this sophomoric, smple status, you are very vulnerable and
susceptible to being victimized by someone who does know more than
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you do and does know some ‘ subtle’ means to manipulate (or “beguile”)
you out of your reward.

Colossans 2:1 For | would that ye knew what great conflict | have
for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not
seen my face in the flesh; 2 That their hearts might be comforted,
being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance
of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God,
and of the Father, and of Christ; 3 In whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 8 Bewar e lest any man
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

18 L et no man beguile you of your reward in avoluntary
humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things
which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints
and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together,
Increaseth with the increase of God. 20 Wherefore if ye be dead
with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living
In the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 21 (Touch not; taste not;
handle not; 22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the
commandments and doctrines of men? 23 Which things have
indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and
neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the
flesh.

The truth of the matter is, you, as a son, are going to have to be able to
deal with avery determined and highly skilled (and very successful)
Adversary who knows very well how to deal with adopted sonsin Level
Il of their sonship edification. And if you fall to get the subtilty you're
supposed to get in Phase 1 of Level |l of your sonship education—you
will become “simple”’ in the worst sense of the word!

A working definition for what the ssimple son is:
(I) = It sa state of being one-dimensional in the understanding and
appreciation of your Father’s business.
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(I = It' sa state whereby your deficienciesin knowledge and lacking
of acuteness of comprehension makesyou vulnerable to the subtleties
of the Satanic Policy of Evil—vulnerable to being attacked & victimized
by it.

Hopefully, if you have perceived properly what it means to be called
“simple’ at this point in your sonship education, you should clearly
understand why you are to be given " subtilty.”

Y ou should have some ideawhy it makes sense for the first part of the
information you’ re supposed to receive at the beginning of Level Il
consists of taking what you' ve aready learned and adding to that (not so
much more additional information), but adding to that subtilty so asto
make you no longer a‘greenhorn’ (so to speak),

e t0 give you depth and acuteness into your Father’s business,

e aswell asinto the wiles and tactics of the Adversary and his PoE

e and how heis going to oppose & resist your sonship edification.

Really, the solution to being “simple” isto add, “subtilty.” So, the next
logical thing to do at this point isto turn our attention to “subtilty” and
acknowledge what that means.

Proverbs 1:4 To give subtilty to the ssmple, to the young man
knowledge and discretion.

What does “subtilty” mean? (especially as something you’' re going

to get from your Father)

Just as with the word simple, we' re going to see that subtle has 2 basic
ways in which it can be used and applied; 1 in agood way; the other in a
bad sense.

In that bad sense, you' ve got it meaning things like, “crafty, cunning,
dy, clever.”

But in the good sense, subtilty means “fine or acute in thought. (sharp,
keen perception, sensitive and penetrating thought.”)

Subtilty (in adictionary-definition-type) = penetrating; acutenessin
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thought (as opposed to lacking acuteness, not dense; involving careful
discrimination or fine points.

Subtilty = Extreme acuteness in penetrating and discriminating the finer
points of athing.

Charles Smith (‘ Synonyms Discriminated’):

“The subtle mind analyzes motives, sees minute differences. The subtle
intellect can follow out a subject into its complicated (complex) relations
without becoming perplexed by itsintricacies, or mided by its casual
resemblances to that which may be aientoit.

A subtle adversary is formidable, because he will dissect either truth or
falsehood asfar asit may suit his purpose.”

It’ s the capacity of the mind to see mentally into or through athing,
Insight, acuteness in discernment.”

When we talk about subtilty being this acuteness of thought and
penetrating thought, it becomes the cure for the smple, because your
going to be given some information and additional features to your
already-working decison-making skills you learned in Level |, and by
those additional features, you gain the capacity to see (or comprehend)
some things that are hidden by aveil and are impenetrable to common
observation!

My illustration of what it meansto be “simple’ islike learning to play
music. Asasimple son, you learn to read the notes on the page and you
know where that note is played on the piano. Y ou know where middie
“C” ison the keyboard and you know how to look at the notes on the
page and know what they are.

il [ & 2|
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But the ssmple son can only play the single notes. Also, the nuancesto
the music arelost as histiming is off as he hunts for each note. At the
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end of his*“hunt and peck” method, you may know what the song is, but
you also know something ismissing. Y ou also know he doesn’t need to
learn more notes, he needs to have more skill in using the notes he
knows.

As the son gains some skill in the single notes, which is “ subtitly,”
musically, it sounds like this: play single noteson CD.

Then, as the son gets more “subtilty” he plays those single notes like
this: play advanced single noteson CD.

Then, asthe son gets “knowledge and discretion,” he is more than just
capable with each individual skill, but now heis able to put those skills
together in various combinations, just as an orchestra blends many
Instruments into a single sound: play 4400 fanfare on CD.

Now, even with that illustration, | want to say more about “subtilty” and
“discretion.” | want to lift them back out of the music field and plant
them back into sonship and have ustake alook at them there. And this
Iswhat we will do in our next session.

Y ou should see the need to gain subtilty

¢ to penetrate and discern into the complexities and multiple
dimensions of the Father’ s business

¢ the capacity to understand and comprehend things that are hidden
by avell and are impenetrable to common observation

e to observethingsthat go far beyond the merely obvious!

e That’sexactly what the curriculum for sonship education &
edificationin Level 11 does!)

- For example: - (Creature—dlide #40)
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